
Feb 13 Devotion Page. Greetings from the Church of the Holy Cross. We hope this finds you well. Our
Christian Formation class will begin on Feb 19 at 9:30. We are reading What Every Christian
Needs to Know about the Jewishnesss of Jesus by Rabbi Evan Moffic. We will hold our annual
parish meeting on Feb 19, following the Church service. Please make every effort to attend.

Servers Feb 19
Altar - Tracy Curfman
Reader - Jeri Kolke
Chalice - Tracy Curfman
Soup/Salad - Tracy Curfman
Dessert - Frank & Angi Kennedy

Feb 26
Altar- Jeri Kolke
Reader - Tracy Curfman
Chalice - Jeri Kolke
Soup/Salad - Frank & Angi Kennedy
Dessert - Jeri Kolke

Edward Thomas Demby - Bio taken from Lent Madness, March 6, 2013

Edward Thomas Demby holds the distinction of being ordained the first African American bishop in the
Episcopal Church. In 1918 he became the Suffragan Bishop for Colored Work in Arkansas and the
Providence of the Southwest.

Bishop Demby, born in Wilmington, Delaware, and raised in Philadelphia, attended Howard University
and Wilberforce University in Ohio. He then entered the academic world and from 1894 to 1896 was Dean
of Students at Paul Quinn College in Texas. At this time he was confirmed in the Episcopal Church.

This is when Bishop John F. Spalding of Colorado took special interest in Demby. He went to work in the
Diocese of Tennessee where he was ordained a deacon in 1898 and a priest the following year.

While in Tennessee, Demby served as rector at St. Paul’s Church in Mason as well as two posts in
academic administration. Then, from 1900 to 1907 Demby ministered to parishes in Illinois, Missouri, and
Florida.

Demby returned to Tennessee in 1907 to become rector of Emmanuel Church in Memphis. This is where
he served as the Secretary of the segregated southern “colored convocations” and was the Archdeacon
for Colored Work. It was while he was Archdeacon that he was elected the first African American
suffragan bishop.

Demby's context was a segregated ministry, in which he worked tirelessly to establish black service
institutions, like schools, hospitals and orphanages. Demby saw this as a way to build relationships with
African Americans who, before emancipation, had understood the Episcopal Church as the faith
community of their masters. However Demby’s witness, as a compassionate leader and committed
Episcopalian, helped forge bonds that attracted many people and live on today.

For more than twenty years, Demby labored amidst white apathy, inconsistent funding, and the foggy
commitment of his own denomination (not to mention the Great Depression) to build a ministry that would
eventually evolve into desegregation.

Bishop Demby shares a feast day with the second African American bishop in the Episcopal Church,
Henry Beard Delany, Florida, hence the wording of their Collect.

Collect for Edward Thomas Demby
Loving God, we thank you for the ministries of Edward Thomas Demby and Henry Beard Delany, bishops
of your Church who, though limited by segregation, served faithfully to your honor and glory. Assist us, we
pray, to break through the limitations of our own time, that we may minister in obedience to Jesus Christ;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.


